280   THE SENSIBLE AND INTELLIGIBLE

down into connexion with particular bodies, and so
are caused to forget their own universal nature.
And in this association even that universal nature,
which they cannot entirely lose, becomes perverted;
and their very innate love of the One and craving
for union with it, turns into an insatiable greed and
a gigantic selfishness which makes them seek to drag
everything to themselves. On the other hand, look-
ing at this prpcess from the opposite side, the fall
by which particular souls are brought into connexion
with material bodies, is also the process whereby these
bodies are drawn up into a higher existence than
properly belongs to them, and become the organs
of human, or animal, or, at the lowest, plant life*
!For Plotinus follows Plato in maintaining that all
forms of life are ultimately identical. The higher
principle of soul is in them all, and the distinction
merely means that the particular soul has had a
less or greater fall, and has sunk into less or more
forgetfulness of its divine origin. But such for-
getfulness is never final, and it is possible for
every soul gradually to retrace the process of its
descent, and to rise from the lowest to the highest
stage of finite existence. Nay, it is possible for it
finally to become delivered from the body altogether
and to be restored to its unity with the universal
soul, with the universal intelligence, and finally wi%
the Absolute One itself.